Thursday, December 18, 2003
Proverbs 16:1 - 17:28

While all of Proverbs is devoted to defining a life pleasing to God, His name is also prominent in the early verses of today’s passage.  He appears nine times in verses 1-11, praised both for His actions and His character.

Proverbs 16:3. The Lord will make a righteous man’s plans succeed when the righteous man has committed everything to the Lord, seeking His will and His plan. Striking out on a plan without consulting God in prayer may place us in situations God does not intend, and which He will not support because they could lead us away from Him.  Verse 9 is related: God determines and guides the steps that we take in fulfilling the plans which are within His will.

In verse 6, while we can atone for our actions or attitude in others’ eyes by our own “love and faithfulness”, our sin in God’s eyes can only be atoned for by His love and faithfulness to us through Christ our Savior.


Verse 25 is a restatement of Proverbs 14:12, and is a general theme that runs through much of our reading. Seeking the wisdom of God guides a believer through life, but following his own way will lead any man to destruction. We see this in proverbs concerning cheating business owners, pursuers of foolishness, men with evil intent, women who tear down their own houses, false witnesses, the prideful, the lazy, the greedy, the hot-tempered, etc.  

Proverbs 16:33 brings up an interesting practice of the times, lot-casting (a sort of dice toss). This was not gambling in the sense that people gamble at casinos today. It was not a game won by playing the odds, nor was it tossing a coin in the air to see which person had the better luck. Casting lots was a way to seek God’s will and was always accompanied by prayers seeking God’s guidance.

Chapter 17 is full of comparisons that remind one of today’s world. How about verse 26? How many people known as “whistle-blowers” today have been punished by their corporations for their integrity?

